
 

 

LOWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A meeting of Lowick Parish Council was held on 20th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the 

Village Hall 

 

Present: NW Dickinson, Ms M Harker, SA Mather, W Perks, JA Huddart, PD Calder, A 

Fairbairn, Councillor D Wilson, County Councillor RJD Watkin 

 

1.  The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting 

 

2.  Apologies for absence were received from Mrs S Graham, Mrs MA Bell 

 

3.  Minutes of previous meeting - these were agreed as being correct 

 

4.  Matters Arising 

� We will be allocated a dog bin, at a cost of £132, decision to be made on where to site it 

� The lorries at the Silos are not a problem at the moment 

� Water on the road beside the Silos is still a problem and could be a greater problem in 

frosty weather - RJD Watkin said he would look into it 

� Planning Application 08/B/0468 : Full Planning Application for one dwelling at The 

Croft, 31 Main Street. (RJD Watkin and D Wilson left the room while this item was 

discussed) NW Dickinson attended the site meeting on behalf of the Parish Council, 

grievances were addressed but his feeling was that the application would be approved. 

(RJD Watkin and D Wilson rejoined the meeting) 

� Village Hall application to the Big Lottery - a decision is expected on 25/26 November 

 

5.  Draft Northumberland Charter for Local Councils - the following comments to be 

submitted 

� Communication and ICT - Parish Councillors endorsed the comments made by Milfield 

Parish Council - this should not be mandatory.  If the County Council requires Parish 

Councils to take on such roles equipment and training should be provided, the County 

should provide funds for a Parish Council website, with large print for people with 

disabilities 

� Consultation - endorsed 

� Devolution of service delivery - endorse 

� Quality and Capacity - the recruitment of clerks could become difficult if they have to 

achieve  Quality Parish Council level 

� Community Forums - RJD Watkin said the County was hopeful that Norham and 

Islandshires will take a lead role in a Community Forum. D Wilson expressed concern 

that non-elected groups could take a lead role if not restricted 

� Appendices 1 and 2 were endorsed 

� Appendix 3 Parish Services - it was felt that the Parish Council did not have the 

capability or resources to take on the tasks.  RJD Watkin said it was the statutory duty of 

the County Council to provide services. It was decided to follow the comments made by 

Ford and Milfield Parish Councils and demand that this appendix is transferred to 

Appendix 4 (Devolved Service Delivery) 

 

6.  Finance - it was agreed to make a donation of £25 to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau and a 

cheque for £26.50 was signed in respect of the Poppy wreath.  It was also agreed that the 



 

 

Parish Council could make a donation to Lowick in Bloom in a more enhanced way than 

previously. 

 

Precept for 2008/09  - the clerk reported that the bank balances currently totalled £1574.  

Anticipated expenditure was the cost of the dog bin (£132), a donation to Lowick in Bloom 

(to be decided), Lowick Village Hall (meeting room hire, £30).  After discussion it was 

decided to keep the precept the same as 2007/08 which was £1213.  With the committed 

expenditure this would mean that the balance in reserve would be less, but it was agreed that 

it was not necessary to have such a large amount in reserve each year (around £1500). 

 

7.  Matters to report on potholes, repairs/maintenance to highways/street lights etc 

RJD Watkin reported that all highways work had been suspended because of flood 

expenditure.  Only very urgent work will be done, to date nothing had been received from the 

Government from the Emergency Fund.  He also said that next year will be the toughest 

budget ever, rates will be capped, and Council Tax can’t be raised above the lowest rate in 

the County - Blyth Valley. 

 

RJD Watkin also said that the money in Iceland is still there but not earning interest but there 

is a high level of confidence that it will come back. 

 

NW Dickinson reported that the Main Street sign has fallen off the Vicarage wall, D Wilson 

said he would put it back 

 

8.  Correspondence 

� Tripartite meeting - JA Huddart and NW Dickinson to attend 

� Norham and Islandshire minutes received - JA Huddart to attend next meeting 

� Holburn Green letter received 

� Northumberland County Council permission for peat extraction at Kemping Moss to 

continue - received 

� Playbuilder Programme - it was agreed to apply for this 

� Glendale Gateway Trust Financial Report - received 

� Berwick Borough Council Accounts - received 

� Boundary Committee - acknowledgement received 

� It was agreed to nominate Lowick in Bloom for the Eastern Borders Development 

Association award 

 

9.  Any other Business 

� The clerk was thanked for producing the Newsletter 

� Post Office closure - the clerk reported that she had been in discussion with John 

Hamilton from Northumberland County Council who was proposing to Post Office 

Limited that the Outreach Service be run from the current Post Office premises 

 

10. Date of next meeting - 15th January 2009 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                            ____________________ 

                                                                                                            22nd January 2009 



 

 

 

 

 

 


